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 Reading at Sidmouth 

Learning to read is one of the most 

important skills your child will ever master. 

At Sidmouth, we know that the ability to 

read is integral to all aspects of modern 

life. Reading enables us to communicate, 

understand ideas, and to think critically 

and creatively. Only when you can read, 

can you engage effectively with the world 

and the people with whom you share the 

world. 

We want your child to enjoy reading and 

to choose to read independently and with 

others. For this reason we work hard, 

alongside The National Literacy Trust and 

other partners, to ensure our children 

develop a love of books and appreciate 

the opportunities that reading provides. 

We are determined to ensure that all 

children learn to read.  

        Reading Challenge 

The Sidmouth Reading Challenge is 

underway for this half term. 

We would like the children to read either to 

you or independently on three occasions of 

at least 15 minutes every week. Every 

time your child completes a session, please 

record this on his/her reading record by 

dating and signing it. Should your child 

only read twice during one week, they 

can make this up by reading four times 

during the following week. Please note, 

your child can now bring their book back on 

any day of the week. 

If your child reads three times every week 

during this half term, they will be entered 

into a class draw; which will take place on 

during the last week of half term. The 

winner will be able to choose a book as a 

prize.  

We hope your child will enjoy this activity, so 

please encourage him/her to take part.  

 

F2 were so excited to be Tweeted by author Nick 

Sharrat! He loves our collaborative art work!  
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This term has seen some more amazing 

progress for our children in reading. Miss 

Strachan has been working with F2-Y4 and 

has been so impressed with their efforts! 

We are seeing children progressing through 

the colour bands and confidently applying 

their phonic knowledge in their lessons and 

their reading independently.  We are also 

seeing high numbers of children reading 

regularly at home– we can not thank you 

enough for this as the difference it makes is 

so crucial! Remember– each child who 

reads three times each week is entered into 

a draw to win a book each half term! 

Children in Early Years and Key Stage One 

have also been practicing reading ‘Alien 

words’. These are nonsense words that 

help children decode using their phonic 

knowledge. Look out for them in your 

phonics lessons! Examples are below.  

Contact us 

If you have any questions about reading, please talk to your child’s teacher after school or 

arrange an appointment via the school office. Alternatively you can request an appointment 

with Mr Witts, the English Lead. 

Martin Browne Virtual Visit– Key Stage 2 

Many classes enjoyed a meeting with 

Martin Browne, the illustrator of the 

Horrible Histories book series.  

He inspired us to create some fabulous 

cartoons; I’m sure you will all recognise 

this notorious English king! 



 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad  and Abdousalam ap-

plying their  phonic knowledge to 

complete some writing about 

‘What the  

Ladybird 

Heard.’ 

Early Years Reading 
Highlights! 

 

 Years 1 and 2 were thrilled to 

hear that Hull Truck Theatre were 

coming to perform their focus text 

‘The Tortoise and the Hare’. The 

show was funny and had all the 

children cheering for the tortoise 

at the end of the race! A huge 

thank you to Hull Truck Theatre for 

offering this to our school.  
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Lennon enjoyed practising        
balancing fruit like Handa in our 
‘Handa’s Surprise’ story share. 

Key Stage 1 

Reading Highlights! 
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Key Stage 2 

National Literacy Trust: Young Readers’ Scheme              
Years Three and Four enjoyed their final Book 

afternoon, during which they received their third 
and final book to keep. 

Year Three took part in a highly competitive book treasure 
hunt, which involved trading information about their new 

books with other teams. Meanwhile, Year Four  went to the 
field and combined their event with  a reenactment of The 

Battle of Hastings, which completed their learning on      
Anglo Saxons. 
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