
Monday 6th September 2021

WELCOME BACK

Restarting Arrangements – 7th September 2021

We hope that you are all having a wonderful summer break and would like to offer you, in advance, a
warm welcome back to school. Within this letter we will detail a range of information that will support
your child’s return to school for this coming academic year.

Start and end of day arrangements

Our ‘Soft opening ’ worked well last year and we intend to continue with it this year for F2 to Year 6
children. The school doors will be open from 8:45 am – 8:55am each morning for children to come in
and go straight to their own class.

As you will remember the Nursery (F1) are moving back to the Sidmouth Street site and the start time
for these children will be 8.30am.

Year groups have been allocated specific entrances so please check the map below to see where
your child needs to be.

For any parent that needs to drop off children early, we do have a breakfast club for all children which
opens at 7.45am. This is chargeable and please see the school website for prices and  booking
information.

The school day finishes at 3.15pm for all children and again year groups have been allocated specific
exits so please check the map attached as collection points may be different to entrances.

For any parent who needs after school care this is now provided by Physical Foundations and is
chargeable and please see the website for prices and booking information



Entrance and collections points:  September 2021 onwards



Other important information

Bubble Systems

Bubble systems will no longer be required within school, therefore, moving forward, children will mix
with children from other year groups at points throughout the day/week. Assemblies can resume,
although these will be slowly reintroduced to children throughout the Autumn Term. Lunchtimes will
remain staggered but year groups will share the lunch hall and playgrounds at lunchtimes. Within the
classroom, children can now be seated in groups or rows (this will be a decision made by individual
staff members). After school clubs will now take place with children across phases/key stages rather
than just as year groups.

Attendance

Good attendance is essential to ensure positive learning and progress for your child. We know that
closure and illness linked to Covid  made it very difficult last year but this year we will be focusing on
attendance as we are aiming for 96% attendance for the year.  We have new initiatives planned which
we will tell you about in due course and please remember we are here to help and support any
families who are finding things challenging.

PE Days

To confirm, on your child’s PE day they should continue to come into school wearing their full PE kit
(plain black jogging bottoms, plain white t-shirt, plain black jumper/zip up if required and trainers).
Plain black jogging bottoms may be replaced with plain navy blue shorts if the weather allows. Large
logos and slogans must be avoided.

School Meals

If your child is in Key Stage 2 ( Year 3 or above) you will need to pay for school meals which are
£1.00 a day unless you are entitled to FSM.  Meal menus remain the same as last year – a copy of
the menu is on the school websites. Circumstances may have changed for many families this year so
if you think you may be eligible for FSM please do fill out a form.

Cash Free

As you know we are going to be cash free from September. We hope you have had the opportunity to
set up your account on Eduspot, the staff in the office will be happy to help you with this if you are
stuck in any way - please just pop in and ask. The app is easy to use - just search for Eduspot in your
phone’s app store. You will need to log in using your email address & mobile number (the ones we
have on file at school), your child’s first name and your password—which you should have received
via text (please call the school office if you need them to re-send this).



Continuing to keep our community safe

Due to the latest updates regarding self-isolation, lateral flow testing will now play an extremely important role in
helping us to identify any asymptomatic cases of Covid-19 and in turn help break the chain of transmission and
suppress the spread of the virus in our school community.
Staff in school will continue to undertake lateral flow testing twice-weekly.This testing arrangement will continue
until the end of September when it is to be reviewed by the government.

If your child displays symptoms of coronavirus

The most important symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of any of the following:
a new continuous cough
a high temperature
a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).

If your child displays any of the above coronavirus symptoms, please ensure that you book them in for a full PCR
test (https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test) and not use a lateral flow home test kit.

If a child in school does test positive,

Schools are no longer responsible for contact tracing and whole ‘bubbles’ will no longer burst/close. Instead, the
individual who has tested positive will need to isolate. Any identified close contacts will need to follow the advice
provided by Track and Trace if they are contacted by them.

If someone in your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19 or they have been identified as a close contact
with a positive case

Your child is not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a
close contact of someone with COVID-19. Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they
have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all
individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young
people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact,
should continue to attend school as normal

We are thoroughly looking forward to welcoming all of our children, existing ones and new ones, into Sidmouth
for the start of our new school year. As a staff, we look ahead with enthusiasm to building positive partnerships
between home and school, to ensure that children make the most of their learning opportunities and can thrive at
Sidmouth

We all look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 7th September

Yours faithfully

Mrs S Moore
Head of School


